Surgery (ISMICS) created awards for the best manuscripts received before and after the annual meeting. They were submitted to Innovations for publication. All of these papers were presented at the 2014 Annual Meeting in Boston, MA USA. Of the 23 manuscripts in contention, they were from 11 countries. Eleven made it through the review and revision process (7 before/during the meeting; 4 after the meeting) and were accepted for publication. There were 16 manuscripts in the group submitted before or during the annual meeting and 7 manuscripts in competition that were submitted afterward. A committee was convened and graded the manuscripts. The committee consisted of the two past presidents of ISMICS, the editor of Innovations, the secretary of ISMICS, and three members of our Editorial Board.
The best paper submitted after the annual meeting was from Dr Dominic A. Emerson and his group at the Veterans Affair Medical Center in Washington, DC USA, entitled "Longterm Outcomes After Off-Pump or Conventional Coronary Artery Bypass Grafting Within a Veteran Population" (Dominic A. Emerson, MD, Conor F. Hynes, MD, and Gregory D. Trachiotis, MD; Fig. 2 ).
All of the manuscripts in contention for the 2014 awards were excellent, and the authors should be proud of their work. The group of manuscripts was an excellent reflection of both the innovation and diversity that makes ISMICS such a unique and exciting society. The 23 manuscripts in contention were from 11 countries.
Our sincere congratulations go out to the authors of the best manuscripts. A $2,000 award was given to the best manu-script submitted before or during the meeting and a $1,000 award was given to the best manuscript submitted after the meeting. We would like to thank all of the members of ISMICS for their enthusiastic participation in the annual meeting and their continued confidence in our journal.
